
Issue Date  29 February 2024

Important Dates

Assembly - Led by
Year 2 Class
Tuesday 5 March 2024

Swimming Carnival
Trials
Thursday 7 March 2024

Pupil Free Day (No
School) (OSHC avail
with bookings)
Friday 8 March 2024

Adelaide Cup Long
Weekend (No
School)
Monday 11 March 2024

Good Friday (No
School)
Friday 29 March 2024

Easter Sunday
Sunday 31 March 2024

Easter Monday (No
School)
Monday 1 April 2024

Swimming Carnival
Thursday 4 April 2024

Sports Day -
Families Welcome
Friday 5 April 2024

School Board
Meeting, 6.30 pm
Tuesday 9 April 2024

Last Day of Term 1
(3pm Finish)
Friday 12 April 2024

Term 2 Begins!
Monday 29 April 2024

From the Leadership Team
Dear Families,

In the church year, we are in the season of Lent. It is a time when we predominantly see the colour purple. This is the colour of royalty,

of kings and queens. Historically this is the time when people were waiting for a new king to come and save them from the Romans and

other leaders of the day. Interestingly, their new king was Jesus and he wasn’t the king they were expecting! Instead, Jesus challenged

the people of his time to think differently, to change their ways, to be better people. Instead of having power over people, he called for

people to care for and love others. So this time of Lent is now a time when we are encouraged to change those things about us, where

we might exert power over others, or are ‘mean’ to others, to be compassionate, courageous, hospitable, just, respectful and to serve

others. These are our Mercy values and they fit nicely within the Gospel values that Jesus gives us. I invite you to think about how you

could be an even better person than you are today. Thank you Mrs Tullio for a great line that you gave us during our staff prayer on

Monday: 

                “Let today be the day you give up who you have been, for the You, you can become.”

This week we welcome a new student: Makenzie in Year 5 and some new staff members: Ebony Dekort (Co-Educator) and Matt

McGinty (Leader of Learning - Wellbeing). Matt will be shared with St Thomas More School.  We hope your time with us is full of learning,

friendships and fun! We look forward to three more students commencing next week!

Earlier this week I met with our student leaders for this year: Zachary, Freya, Luka, Mickaylah, Keira, Caelan, Tilda, Elijah, Aiden,

Yonatan, Aurora, Emelia, Hunter, Oliver, Stella, Stella and Cooper. Our first meeting was to set the scene as to how our meetings would
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operate and to share the ‘ground rules’ around sharing and listening. Each meeting the children bring their meeting book with some

“celebrations/positives, questions, ideas and issues”. Our plan is to discuss these items, take action if necessary and feed back to their

peers in their classroom. I look forward to working with them. Congratulations for being chosen by your classmates for this important

leadership role. We will present your badges at our Assembly on Tuesday at 2:15pm.

This week and next week our students will be undertaking the Classroom Pulse Check In Survey. This is a Catholic Education SA

survey that our students undertake each term at this time (Week 5 & 6). We use this survey to gauge how our students are travelling with

regards to their wellbeing and endeavour to pick up any trends over a length of time. 

This week our Year 3 and Year 5 students undertook the NAPLAN practice test. This test helps to familiarise the students with the

NAPLAN testing environment but also helps to check that our school ICT capabilities are sufficient for the actual NAPLAN testing days

(commencing 13 March). Each year, for various reasons, some parents withdraw their children from NAPLAN testing. It may be to do

with various diagnoses, anxiety, health, personal or other reasons but a ‘withdrawal’ form needs to be completed and signed by the

parent. Please see your child’s teacher, Michelle Menadue, or myself, if this is the case.

Our staff are always concerned about safety of all children, especially around the school. Please remember that is you are driving past

a school and there are children present, the speed limit is 25kph. We are amazed at how many people travel through our school crossing

at higher speeds than this … even with the amber lights flashing. Please note that the speed limit is also 25kph along Harvey Road and

Murphy Street if children are present … it is not just where or when the lights are flashing. 

We would also like to remind students and families to be wary of approaches from strangers, especially when they are unaccompanied

or travelling to and from school. If they are approached, students should not respond and should not accept offers of rides or gifts.

Students should seek the assistance of other nearby adults if they feel unsafe and should report any events to a trusted adult (parent or

school staff member) as soon as possible. SAPOL advises that taking out a mobile phone and calling police can deter an offender and

they recommend the student making a formal report to their closest police station.

Please remember that we have the following dates set aside as Pupil Free Days for the staff to undertake professional development,

staff reflection, complete hand over activities, etc. There are still two more dates to be set for later in the year. Currently we have set: Fri

8 March (next week), Fri 23 August, Thu 12 December and Fri 13 December. Please mark them in your diary and book in to OSHC if you

require this service (spaces are limited).

Our next Assembly is this Tuesday at 2:15pm and will be led by Ms Peterson’s Year 2 class.

Kind regards

Peter Mercer

Head of School

‘Shaping our Future Together’

 

Recent News
From the APRIM

 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY

LITURGICAL CALENDAR INFORMATION

A Liturgical Calendar shows the cycle of seasons in the Catholic Church. The Church year consists of six liturgical seasons: Advent,

Christmas, Ordinary Time after Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time after Pentecost. In each newsletter we aim to highlight

different events in the Liturgical Calendar that we might be focusing on or celebrating in our school.

Special celebrations that we focus on during classroom and whole school prayer throughout term 1 and those that come up in our

liturgical calendar include:

Week 6

2 / 16



9/3 Ramadan begins

Week 7

17/3 Feast of St. Patrick

Week 8

19/3 Feast of St. Joseph

21/3 Harmony Day

Week 9

24/3 Palm Sunday

28/3 Holy Thursday

29/3 Good Friday

Week 10

Easter Sunday 31/3

LENT

With Ash Wednesday beginning the Season of Lent, we are reminded that it is a special time when we stop and think about how we can

play our part in God’s hope for a world that is fair, just, and peaceful.  Through prayer, fasting and almsgiving we take the focus from

ourselves and instead focus on our relationship with God. Vicki Rubino led our combined schools prayer last week for students and staff

across both schools guiding us to focus on being more caring and loving towards each other just as Jesus showed us.

During the season of Lent, is the perfect time to create opportunities where we can be a support to others in our wider world and to those

within our own school community.

With a focus on ‘giving’ during Lent, you may have heard about our ’40 items for 40 days’ campaign where students, families and staff

who wish to join in, can donate 40 items over 40 days to charity.

If you would like to join in, you can send your items to school to be placed in the St. Vincent De Paul bins provided.

HOLY WEEK

Join us as we celebrate Holy Week through story and song in week 9. Dates and times tbc.

SACRAMENT PROGRAM

Our Sacrament Program begins this weekend. For those families who have enrolled in the program or are wanting to enrol, please be

aware of the following dates:

Baptism Workshop

Saturday March 2

9am – 11am

St. Thomas More Church – 19 Laverstock Rd, Elizabeth North.

Eucharist Workshop Session 1

Saturday March 23

9am – 11am

St. Thomas More Church – 19 Laverstock Rd, Elizabeth North.

Eucharist Workshop Session 2

Saturday April 13

9am – 11am

St. Thomas More Church – 19 Laverstock Rd, Elizabeth North.
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Welcome Mrs. Dickson!
We're excited to introduce Leah Dickson, our new Year 4/5 teacher at St Mary Magdalene's School.

2024 will be Leah's 8th consecutive year in the classroom, having taught across both Department and Catholic Education schools. In

recent years, Leah has discovered her passion for middle years education and is beyond excited to teach our year 4/5's alongside

Angela Rose (who we will introduce to you in the coming weeks).

Having also studied Drama while at university, we are certain Leah's 4/5's are going to really enjoy the creative energy she will no doubt

bring to the classroom and have lots of fun!

We feel incredibly fortunate to have Leah as part of the SMM community. Welcome, Leah 
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WORDS

This week we have learnt all about the power of our words. Mrs Dickson set 2 students a challenge: you have 10 seconds to squeeze all

the toothpaste out of your tube. Easy! The next pair's challenge was a little trickier: use a spoon put it all back in... in 10 seconds. Not so

easy! 

As a class we then read Proverbs 15:1 "A mild answer turns away wrath, sharp words stir up anger." 

Quickly we made the connection between the toothpaste and our words... it's easy to speak with anger, to say unkind things. It's not so

easy to take them back. Our words hold power and it's important we choose them wisely and use them for good whenever we can! 

We ended our lessons by watching Kid President "20 Things We Should Say More Often". 

Later this week we will write down some kind words we can use for good- look out in the front office for our wrinkled hearts and kind

words in week 7! 
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