
Issue Date  16 March 2023

Important Dates

Bluegum and
Billabong Bob
Incursion
Friday 17 March

Harmony Day -
Families Welcome
for Tea and Coffee
8.30 to 8.45 am
Friday 24 March

Harmony Day -
Students can wear
orange or cultural
colours!
Friday 24 March

Swimming Carnival
Friday 31 March

Good Friday (No
School)
Friday 7 April

Easter Sunday
Sunday 9 April

Easter Monday - No
School
Monday 10 April

End of Term 1,
2023 - 3 pm Finish
Time
Friday 14 April

Dentals for Schools
Visit Week 1, Term
2, 2023
Monday 1 May

First Day of Term 2,
2023
Monday 1 May

Book Fair Begins -
until May 23rd
Tuesday 16 May

From the Leadership Team
Dear Families,

This week our Year 3 and Year 5 students began the annual NAPLAN tests, commencing with Writing and following up with Reading,

Conventions of Language and Numeracy. Our students used their new iPads for the majority of these tests and have been quite

comfortable with the online format. The NAPLAN tests have traditionally been done in May but this year they have been brought forward

to March. This earlier date will mean that we receive results sooner and have a better opportunity to work with the children in the same

year as the tests.

Last week all students undertook the Classroom Pulse Check-In Survey. This test is all about wellbeing and is conducted in Week 5 or

Week 6 of each term. We are able to gather useful information about how your child is tracking over time.

In Week 10 of this term, we will hold our Parent Teacher Learning Conversations. The dates are Monday 3, Tuesday 4 and Wednesday

5 April and you should have received a note on Thursday of this week. Please complete and return the ‘tear off slip’ as soon as possible

indicating your preferred day(s). Once they are all booked in, we will notify you of the date and time(s) we have allocated to your family.

I would like to remind you that the City of Playford inspectors have been monitoring parking around the school. So please follow the local

by-laws and park in the appropriate places. Also, please remain patient and respectful to others at all times. Remember that the speed

limit along both Fairfield Road and Harvey Road, adjacent to the school, is 25kph when students are present. Sadly, we regularly have

people exceed this limit, including some of our own parents.

Thank you to those who families who have paid their Resource Fee of $250 or have started making payments. This is greatly
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appreciated. If you have not yet paid or arranged to pay by instalments, please do so as soon as possible.

In this fourth week of Lent, we hear of how Jesus heals a blind man and his sight is restored. While this is quite miraculous, Jesus

healing the man is not the main point of the story. Jesus was challenging the people of the time and indeed, us today, to open their eyes

and not be blind to all the things that go on around them. We often hear people say that we ‘turned a blind eye’ to something. In other

words, we simply ignored it and moved on. Our challenge is to not turn a blind eye but instead do something about whatever it is that we

have seen.

Sometimes it is not about actual eyesight either. Sometimes we are ‘blind’ because we simply don’t have all the information to a

particular story or issue. This can often lead to us getting angry or upset when we don’t really need to. I invite you to wonder: when are

the times that I am blind? Are there times when I’ve ‘lost it’ and I then have to apologise because I have made the wrong assumption?

We all need to be patient, not make assumptions and always find out all the information before we get ourselves in a state. I

acknowledge though that we are all different and have different levels of anxiety. That is a part of simply being a human. Jesus would

certainly encourage us to take our time and reflect on things before we act.

Check with your child(ren) about the great Bluegum Bill’s Animal Incursion on Friday of this week. This will be a great opportunity for our

children to engage with a variety of different creatures that they would not usually experience eg: Frogmouth owl, python, bettong,

goanna, etc. Thanks Miss Sam for organising this event.

Happy St Patrick’s Day to all our Irish descendants for Friday of this week.

May good luck be with you wherever you go, and your blessings outnumber the shamrocks that grow. May your days be many and your

troubles be few, may all God's blessings descend upon you, may peace be within you, may your heart be strong, may you find what

you're seeking wherever you roam.

Shaping the Future Together

Peter Mercer

Head of Campus

“The best way to predict your future is to create it.” – Abraham Lincoln

 

Recent News

From the APRIM
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR INFORMATION 

ST PATRICKS DAY 

This Friday, March 17, we stop and take a few moments to think about St. Patrick. St Patrick was a faithful follower of Jesus. At an early

age, St. Patrick chose to work in the service of God and to bring the message of God’s love to the people of Ireland. 

ST JOSEPHS DAY 

On Sunday March 16, we take time to think about St. Joseph. St Joseph was the husband of Mary, the mother of Jesus. According to the

earliest Christian traditions, he was a carpenter. The Gospel of Matthew calls St Joseph, “a righteous man,” meaning he was an

observant Jew who obeyed God’s law. 

HARMONY DAY 

As a school community, we come together to celebrate Harmony Day this year on 24 March. Created in 1999 to celebrate unity and

diversity, Harmony Day was originally an Australian celebration but is now marked worldwide. Harmony Day is all about respect and a

sense of belonging for everyone. The colour of Harmony Day is orange and the theme this year is EVERYONE BELONGS. See flyer

below for more information.

PROJECT COMPASSION 2023 

As we work together to support our brothers and sisters around the world in need, each class in our school will be holding a fundraiser

for Project Compassion. See flyer below for more information. 

CLASSROOM LEARNING 

During the season of Lent, the Catholic Church removes the word ‘Alleluia’ from the Mass. This practice is a way of recognizing the

solemnity of the season. Mrs. Drewett and her students have placed this word in a box, tied it with ribbon and placed it in their prayer

space. Students have said… 

"There is a word in the box that we can’t say yet. When Easter comes, we can open the word and say it"…Keira 

"It means celebrating"…Delilah 

ELIZABETH CATHOLIC PARISH SACRAMENT PROGRAM 

Last week an information session was held at the Elizabeth Catholic Parish for those families interested in enrolling their child in the

program for 2023. If you would like more information about this program, please call or email Melissa Musolino. 

Phone: 8255 6144 

Email: mmusolino@smm.catholic.edu.au 

They Call Me Miss Sam!
I teach year 4/5’s here at St Mary Magdalene’s School. I am a recent graduate, so have only been here for a short time. This will be my

second year at the school, last year I won my permanency which I am really happy about.

While I was studying my final years at uni, I worked as a special needs/additional needs Co-educator at Paralowie R-12 school. It set a

good foundation for me, so when I graduated, I was ready to hit the ground running.

I love it at St Mary Magdalene’s. Working at a smaller school, it gives me the opportunity to really get to know every student and their

families, and form those close relationships, which are really important.

The kids truly are my best motivation to show up at work every day and bring my best. Not knowing what is going to make me smile and

fill my bucket each day excites me.

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” – Benjamin Franklin.

This is one of my favourite quotes, that really motivates me to be the best teacher I can for our children.
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